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PREFACE

In the development arena maintaining data bases are extremely important. It is a 

necessity for sound planning and policy formulation pertaining to the sector. 

With the rapid growth of the livestock industry it has become obligatory to compile, 

analyze and maintain livestock statistics for easy reference and for usage.

Livestock Planning and Economics (LPE) division of the Department of Animal 

Production and Health (DAPH) is maintaining a comprehensive database on livestock 

to facilitate livestock sector development in the country. In this background the division 

of LPE in DAPH collects data from its smallest service delivery units spread all over the 

country called “Government Veterinary Ofce“ in regular basis on animal population, 

livestock production, marketing etc.. Further the division obtains data from various 

other sources on imports, exports, prices etc…

Therefore, I would like to extend my gratitude to the Livestock Development 

Instructors those who made their tireless effort to collect data from grass root level with 

the similar appreciation to government veterinary surgeons those who guided and 

supervised the process very cautiously. All the provincial directors and other ofcials 

those who contributed are well appreciated in this process. 

All the other data providers are equally acknowledged since this will not be a reality 

without their priceless contribution.  

At the same time I am thankful to all ofcers in LPE Division who worked very hard to 

collect data and to bring out this “Livestock Statistical Bulletin” in an attractive 

manner for the year 2017. The invaluable contribution made by them to make this a 

success is placed on record with appreciation.

I am thankful to Dr. S. S. P. Silva (Director - Livestock Planning and Economics) for 

guidance given in this work. I deliver my special thanks to Dr (Mrs). K. A. C. H. A. 

Kothalawala (Livestock Economist) who initiate this valuable publication in 2011. I also 

appreciate Dr. D. L.N. Kumudinie (Veterinary Surgeon – Livestock Economics) who 

has been given the responsibility of  the editing and publication of this bulletin. 
I hope that this publication will be immensely useful for policy makers, planners, and 

stakeholders of the livestock industry.

Dr. Nihal Wedasinghe
Director General
Department of Animal Production and Health,
Gatambe, Peradeniya.
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The livestock sector of Sri Lanka recorded 3.9% growth during 2017 with 0.6% 

contribution to GDP. Growth rate is continuously reducing while its GDP remains static. 

Future planning for further development based on trends and forecasting is an obligation 

of the Industry. In this scenario data pertaining to the livestock sector are necessary to be 

collected, analyzed and used for interpretations. 

In year 2017 cattle population had been increased by 2% while buffalo population 

increased by 4% when compared to 2016. In far with the increase in population, the total 

milk production in 2017 had increased by 6% compared to 2016. Formal milk collection 

had increased by 24% in 2017. Import of milk and milk products had been reduced by 1% 

compared to 2016 while value of imports increased by 32%. As the result the annual per-

capita availability of milk had increased to 56 L.

Considering the broiler industry, chicken meat production had increased by 10% whereas 

the egg production had increased by 24% in year 2017 compared to 2016. The commercial 

poultry feed production had increased by 10% supporting the expansion of the industry. 

The per capita availability of chicken meat per year had increased from 8.5 kg in 2016 to 9.3 

kg in 2017. The per capita availability of eggs had however been increased from 108.4 eggs 

per year in 2016 to 132.9 eggs per year in 2017. The availability of broiler day old chicks in 

year 2017 had increased by 8% while the production of layer day old chicks had increased 

by 11%. However, the fast growth in layer sector may lead to market instability if the 

supply and demand are not balanced. 

Goat production is still recognized as a traditional form of livestock production among 

farmers especially in the dry zone. Population growth of  9% was noted in 2017. Out of the 

total (512,978) goat population, main part is concentrated in the dry and intermediate 

zones. The highest population; 145,379 was reported in Eastern Province and 50% of total 

goat population had been located in Eastern and Northern provinces. The mutton which 

is the main output of goat industry was around 1.74 ('000) MT resulting per capita 

consumption of 0.12 kg per year in year 2017.

The beef production had reduced by 6% and per capita availability was around 1.4 kg 

/year in 2017.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

III

Swine production is mainly concentrated in western coastal belt of Sri Lanka. Total pig 
rdpopulation had markedly increase for the 3  consecutive year with 24% growth. Out of 

total population (154,908) 43% of pigs are reared in the Western province of the country. 
The annual pork production increased by 8% to 7.89 ('000) MT resulting per capita 
consumption of 0.37 kg/year in year 2017.
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INTRODUCTION  

Livestock rearing in Sri Lanka is still a rural livelihood activity which utilize idling 

labour, underutilized agricultural by products and marginal lands. There is a strong 

symbiotic relationship between the crop and livestock and exploiting the synergies of the 

two sub-sectors of crop and livestock helps to enhance the productivity of the agriculture 

economy of  Sri Lanka. 

At present, industry and service sectors are rapidly growing comparative to agriculture 

sector hence the contribution of agriculture, forestry and sheries sector to national GDP 

had been further reduced to 6.9% in 2017 (Annual Report, Central Bank of Sri Lanka, 
th2017), while the contribution of livestock had been remained static at 0.6% for the 4  

consecutive year. 

Though, the agriculture sector recorded 0.8% negative growth during 2017, livestock has 

grown by 3.9% and remains in the same level of GDP as in 2016. The consumption of 

livestock products has increased dramatically over the last two decades with the increase 

of per capita income, urbanization and socio-cultural changes. Livestock production, 

while helping to improve the nutritional status of the producers themselves, offers many 

possibilities for value addition by converting them into numerous high value products. 

Furthermore, the livestock industry complements other industries such as tanneries and 

blacksmiths. Wastes of livestock could be used in energy production which in turn helps 

to reduce Greenhouse Gas emission in waste management. Domestic biogas units 

associated with cattle and pig farming have proven as successful sources of alternate 

energy for many domestic energy needs in rural Sri Lanka. These characteristics and the 

labour intensive nature of many livestock operations, under Sri Lankan conditions, can 

therefore be effectively harnessed for rural employment creation, livelihood 

improvement and poverty alleviation initiatives.

Dairy Sector

Dairy farming has been a practice from pre historic era among rural people in Sri Lanka. 

Traditionally dairy animals have performed multiple functions of producing milk for 

household consumption, males as a media of transportation and draft, and dung as an 

organic fertilizer and fuel. They may act as a capital reserve and provide employment to 

help farmers over lean periods, and give greater income stability. 

Presently, it is one of the major employments for rural poor. Dairy animals generate a 

continuous ow of income and act as a cushion against income shocks arising due to crop 

failure for resource poor people. 

1
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Milk is a 'cash crop' for smallholders, converting low value agricultural byproducts, crop 

residues and cheap family labor into a value added market commodity. Regular milk 

sales allow them to move from subsistence to earning a market-based income. 

The small-scale dairying is still predominant in the country. The industry is in 

transitional period. The newly establishing large and medium scale dairy operations 

may convert dairy from livelihood operation to a protable industry. Further the 

growing trends for organic farming will open another window for market based income. 

Accommodation of local production in the market chain has become a challenge. 

Therefore, the development of infra-structure such as milk collecting networks, facilities 

for value addition and further processing and quality assurance will required for smooth 

growth of the industry.

Though 60% of milk and dairy requirement is still depending on imports, dairy sector has 

shown signicant development in the recent years. Of the 482.7 million liters of milk that 

was produced locally, the volume of milk entering the formal milk market in 2017 was 

around 285.4 million liters while the rest was channeled through informal routes and also 

consumed domestically. Total milk availability within the country increased by 2% 

reaching 1,200.6 million liters with per capita availability of 56 L in 2017.                           

Poultry Sector

Poultry industry has shown a signicant  after 1977 with economic reforms development

in Sri Lanka. Since 1980 poultry population has grown from 6.3 million to 41 million in 

2017. The per capita consumption of chicken meat and egg had changed from 100 g and 

38 eggs in 1980 to 9.3 kg and 132.9 eggs in 2017. The poultry production is in private hands 

with forward contracts for input supplying and marketing mainly in small scale broiler 

production. Therefore, small scale rural farmers get their inputs at doorstep and have to 

market their products at pre agreed price. The consumption needs of poultry products 

are totally supplied by domestic enterprises.

Goat Sector 

Goat production is a common small animal production mainly comprises of intensive 

and semi intensive management systems. In both systems animals are reared primarily 

for mutton though some does are also milked and the milk is sold. Goat milk is becoming 

popular due to its merit in contributing to health benets and therefore rearing dairy 

goats under intensive management is becoming popular since recent past with rapid 

developments in Northern and Eastern provinces. 

Department	of	Animal	Production	and	Health	2
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Swine Sector 

Pig production is mainly concentrated in the costal belt of Western and North-Western 

provinces of Sri Lanka.  The swine population has remained static over the decade. 

Highly commercialized large scale farms with three way crosses (Landrace, Large white 

and Duroc), middle scale intensive farms and semi intensive back yard farms with 

crosses of indigenous pigs produce animals for pork industry in the country. 

All these subsectors are developed with guidance of the livestock master plan which is 

the development framework for the industry for the future.

Data collection and dissemination is a requirement for proper development plans of the 

Industry for future. In this situation data related to livestock sector is necessary to be 

collected, analyzed, interpreted and disseminate to the user. The objective of this 

document is to compile and disseminate the collected data for future planning of the 

sector.

Department	of	Animal	Production	and	Health	 3
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METHODOLOGY

Data was collected in January to December, 2017 from 327 veterinary ranges on animal 

population (cattle, buffaloes, goat/sheep, and swine), number of farms, management 

systems, milk production, formal milk collection, informal milk collection, slaughter 

houses, number of animals slaughtered, etc…..                       

Further, data has been collected from milk collecting agencies, milk cooperatives on 

milk collection, collecting points, chilling capacities etc.....  Data pertaining to meat 

production was collected from local authorities and Municipalities as well.

Data on poultry population, chicken meat production and egg production was taken 

using breeder farm monthly return. Data on milk and meat imports and exports were 

taken from Sri Lanka Customs and Quarantine stations of DAPH. The retail prices of 

livestock products were taken from HARTI while farm gate and whole sale prices of 

livestock products and inputs were collected by the division of livestock planning and 

economics. Data on feed production is collected from division of veterinary regulatory 

affairs of DAPH.

The data have been analyzed for economic indicators, and trends in the economics unit 

of the LPE division.

4
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Chapter 2. Livestock Population Distribution by Districts

2.1 Cattle Population - 2017

Vavuniya
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Nuwara Eliya

Kurunegala

Vavuniya

Mullaithivu
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Nuwara Eliya

Vavuniya

Mullaithivu
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200.98

2,856.09
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Mullaithivu
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64,504,221

71,796,548

77,073,701

71,463,755

Milco & Nestle
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Feed

Feed

Feed

Feed

Feed

Feed

Feed

Premixes

Total Feed Production
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1,105%

1,395%
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1,338.10 1,263.73 1,533.26 1,582.42 1,520.66 1,664.72 1,737.11 1,672.06 1,796.24
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