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To All Directors of DAPH, 08 FEB 2088

Provincial Directors, of PDAPH
District Heads, of PDAPH,
All Veterinary Investigation Officers
All Divisional Veterinary Surgeons
All Govt: Veterinary Surgeons in other Departments
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Role of Government Veterinarians in Highly Pathogenic Avian
Influenza Emergency Situation

When a Contagious Disease breaks out among the animal population in particular
location the Divisional Government Veterinary Surgeon of the area is the key officer who

is responsible and given sole authority in controlling the spread of such disease.

The primary duty of state veterinarian in charge of the Division is surveillance of the
incidences and prevent spread of any of the contagious disease listed in the 1% schedule
of the Animal Disease Act No 59 of 1992.Same regulations should be applicable in the

case of Highly Pathogepic Avian Influenza.

When State veterinarian of the Division is informed of inspected HPAI outbreak in his
Jurisdiction he should carry out preliminary disease investigation and prepare a

preliminary epidemiological report and send with form No V (annexure 1) of the
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regulations No 5.1 made under Animal Disease Act, duly filled for the approval of DG, .

AP&H through PD, AP&H w0 ieach DG, AP&H preferably through fax, (Fax number
081-2388317) A copy of the same should be sent to Veterinary Investigation officer and
the District veterinary surgeon of the area and keep them informed over the Telephone

too.
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It is essential for the Division4l Veterinary Surgeon to make him/her self available in the
range to any officer involve in outbreak control, and work with them till the outbreak is
controlled and the area is declared free from disease by DGAPH in the public Gazettes as

prescribed by the regulation No 5(4) of the Animal Disease Act.(annexure 2)
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Once get informed it is the duty of the Veterinary Investigation Officer to visit the site
immediately to do detail epidemiological study with the Divisional Veterinary Surgeon
of the area and do the post mortems on the carcasses with appropriate protective
measures and collect the appropriate specimen and packed in safe appropriate manner
and sencl to VRI in fastest possible manner and fax(081-2388317) the Avian Influenza
hpldemlologlca[ Inquiry form dully filled ( format 3/ annexure X111 ,(5 page report of
the SEDEP )to DGAPH,

Once the samples are received Director VR] should make arrangements to do the
diagnosis carly and send the report to Divisional Veterinary Surgeon of the area and
makes its copies availahle to DG APH. DAH. respective PDAPH, DVS. and VIO at his

carliest.

Once the confirmatory report is received from VRI the Divisional Veterinary Surgeon
should inform leader of the District Emergency team and DG APH to proclaim the area
as discase affected zone in the Government gazette and at the same time make
arrangements with DGAPH to seek an order from Magistrates of the area by preparing a
report on format 111 (annexure 4 )as per the regulation 5(1 Jof the Animal Disease Act ,if
further measures are to be taken to control the spredd of the disease. With that report
Divisional veterinary Surgeon must go to the Maglsnatc and explain the situation and get
an order from magistrate on format No IV (annexme 5) as per the regulation 4.1 and 4.2
of the Animal disease Act, to take any action as control measures in addition to

Vaccination and movement control of animals in affected zone.

[f the disease is confirmed as Highly Pathorremc Avian Inﬂuenza Divisional Veterinary
Surgeon should inform District Emer gency Team and District Depopulation Team ancl
Local Health /\uthontles with immediate effect and seek their support and involvement in
control programs. Once District Depopulation Team arrived Divisional Veterinary
Surgeon should Support and supervise the mass destruction and disposal of carcasses in
prescribed manner and keeps all the records on name and addresses of owners and

numbers of their birds destroyed in order to facilitate compensation. At the same time the
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The Government Veterinary Surgeon who functions as District Veterinary Surgeon
should act as the leader of the District Emergency Team for HPAI detection and
elimination. The District veterinarian with relevant Veterinary Investigation Officer and
Divisional Veterinary surgeon should do the entire Planning, leading, Implementation,
coordination and facilitating role from the inception till up to the end of the campaign. At
the same time he/she should liaise cIosel;f with the District Health Team and Provincial

Heads of Human Health and Animal Health Departments,

It is the duty of Director Animal Health to collect and forward all the epidemiological

information and Epidemic management information to DG, APH for Decision making

Support on matters connected to proclamation, Mass destruction, Compensation, and

provide other Implementation support to all concerns.

DG APH has the sole Authority for Implementation of the Animal Disease Act and
funding the control strategy which will be delegated to relevant PDD. APH and made

them responsible in implementation of Disease control Plan in respective provinces.

It is expected that the a] officers understand their responsibilities and work
wholeheartedly, towards stamping out HPAI at the site of occurrence it self and control

the spread by all possible means, incase of an out break, and other case appeared

minimum.
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Dr.H.M.S.P.Heraihy

Director General

Dept: of Animal Production and Health.




